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Residential development in virtually every part of the United States is in a deep recession. Slow-
er sales and lower revenues mean that many existing residential general liability insurance pro-

grams no longer make economic sense. At the same time, claims and litigation are increasing

dramatically on both residential and commercial projects. This timely workshop provides attend-

ees with a plan for surviving and thriving during an economic downturn. 

➢ Offers recommendations for handling project closeouts and dissolution of entities.

➢ Describes effective preclaim and prelitigation defensive strategies.

➢ Provides strategies for modifying insurance programs to protect the owner and the con-

tractor in light of financial realities, including an examination of current insurance market

options for residential construction risks.
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George D. Dale

President and Chief Executive Officer

DBH Resources, Inc.

Mr. Dale is copresenting Workshop W8, “Survival Strategies for Home Builders and Residential Develop-

ers,” on Wednesday afternoon. He is president and chief executive officer of DBH Resources, Inc. (DBHR),

which provides risk-management consulting services to high-risk industries and the insurers that insure

them.

Mr. Dale provides overall strategic direction for the corporation. In addition, he acts as the primary outreach

on legislative and insurance coverage issues. He serves on the Board of Directors of the California Building

Industry Association. Mr. Dale is also a member of the organization’s Evaluation & Strategic Planning

and Member Services committees, the Risk Management & Insurance Subcommittee and the Strategic

Plan Implementation Team. He also served as the chair of the Construction Dispute Resolution Task

Force, which helped negotiate SB 800, landmark construction defect reform legislation in California.

Mr. Dale is a frequent speaker on insurance management and business risk prevention. He has appeared in

Business Insurance Magazine, Builder and Developer Magazine, the Orange County Register, The Los An-

geles Times, and the Los Angeles, Orange County and San Fernando Valley Business Journals, as both an

author and a quoted source on issues related to law and risk management.

Mr. Dale earned his B.A. degree from the University of California, Irvine, and his J.D. degree, magna cum

laude, in 1985 from Southwestern University in Los Angeles. His civil litigation law practice encompassed

insurance coverage, professional liability, and construction law. He tried many cases to verdict and has sev-

eral reported appellate decisions.

Jeffrey D. Masters

Partner

Cox Castle & Nicholson LLP

Mr. Masters is copresenting Workshop W8, “Survival Strategies for Home Builders and Residential Devel-

opers,” on Wednesday afternoon. He is a partner in the Litigation Department and cochair of the Develop-

ment Risk Management Practice Group at Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP in Los Angeles. He represents

developers, home builders, contractors, and lenders in complex insurance coverage, construction defect, and

real estate litigation matters. He also has extensive experience structuring insurance and risk management

legal programs for projects of all sizes.

Mr. Masters is a frequent lecturer and author for real estate industry groups such as the Building Industry

Association, PCBC, the National Association of Home Builders, and Urban Land Institute, as well as IRMI.

He is coauthor of the educational materials and co-instructor for IRMI’s seminar series, “Construction De-

fect Risk Management and Insurance,” and for NAHB’s educational course, “Risk Management and Insur-

ance for Building Professionals.”

Mr. Masters is rated AV, the highest rating available, by Martindale-Hubbell, which facilitates the peer re-

view rating process for lawyers. He is a graduate of UCLA School of Law and UCLA Anderson Graduate

School of Management.
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Presented By:
Jeff Masters, Partner 

Cox, Castle and Nicholson LLP

and 
George Dale,  President and CEO

DBH Resources, Inc. 

Survival Strategies for
Home Builders and

Residential Developers

Recent Trends

• Housing market traditionally cyclical  
• Recent boom from 2001 to 2006 
• Price escalation plateau end of 2006
• Subprime crisis became common 

knowledge in August 2007 
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